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indeed, which had been pronounced, was never executed;
i6xg About seven months after his trial, he died in
. March. Taunton gaol. Gaols were, in those days, unhealthy
His death. piaces3 and Peacham's death may have been
hastened by the sufferings which he underwent. But all that
is positively known is the fact of his death.1 He was not a
man in whom, it is possible to take any personal interest; but
his trial brings vividly before us the state of alarm in which a
Government must have been before it attempted to obtain
from the judges a decision that a seditious libel was an act
of high treason.

In Ireland as well as in England James found a difficulty
in gaining acceptance for his mode of government. It is true
i6ij that the accession of strength which the Plantation
Irish griev- of Ulster had brought to the English Government
ances' had been so considerable that it was believed at
Court that the neck of the Irish difficulties had been broken.
Yet the very strength which James thus acquired was likely to
lead him into difficulties, if it induced him to imagine that he
could permanently defy the feelings and prejudices of the
native population.

The grievances of the Irish were various. Most of the port
towns, in addition to their old hardships, had lately been de-
prived, by legal process, of a privilege, which they claimed by
charter, of exemption from the payment of customs. The
lords and gentry who refused to adopt the Protestant religion
were stripped as much as possible of all political influence. At
the same time, the chiefs who had accommodated themselves
to English rule were in constant fear lest the example which
had been set in Ulster might be imitated in other parts of
Ireland.

There was, however, one question on which all classes
agreed together ; they all clung to the religion of their fathers
It was not only the faith which they had learned to honoui
from their infancy ; it was the symbol of their independence,

-,l Chamberlain   to  Carleton,   March   27,   1616,   Court   and Times,.